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THE CLIMAX OF CANT. 
By B. W. W. 
(Continued from page 325.) 


Popularity does not always either engender 
or encourage vice ; and when a whole nation 
in common concord join together in the matter 
of recreation, they can scarcely do so very 
wrong, in spite of what age may tell us. 
Is not the fact indisputable that the theatre is 
under the patronage of the first lady in the 
land, the nobility, and the entire public, and 
that the Drama is held by them to be one of 
their most legitimate amusements ? Do not 
the press, magazines, serials—nay, works of all 
descriptions—freely give currency to matters 
intimate with the stage; and no literature 
(save clerical) despises reference to the 
Drama. Are the shallow few, then, to 
oppose themselves to these manifest proofs of 
its uses and its propriety, and thus hurt the 
feelings of one of its brightest ornaments by 
casting upon him contumely and insult, and 
this for the mere satisfaction of bigotry, 
avarice, and pride ? 

“T hate when vice can bolt its arguments, 

And virtue find no tongue to check its pride.” 
Thus said the author of “ Paradise Lost,” 
“ Paradise Regained,” of “ Comus,” of 
‘Samson Agonistes,” &c., in an oft-quoted 
passage ; and none will deny the fact that 
John Milton was a religious man. 

Proof of the legitimacy of the stage we 
could bring forward in abundance, but it is 
beyond our power to run our arguments to 





any very great length in the limited columns 
of this journal. We will, however, not lay 
down our pen without pointing to America 
and to Australia, and the progress which the 
Drama has made in those countries, whiclr is 
a direct proof that it will follow civilization 
wherever she goes, and become a component 
part of every people pretending to intellectual 
capacity and unprejudiced thought. Cant 
may in time grow out; but it is, perhaps, 
rather improbable—it has found such a repre- 
sentative in the comedies of Moliere and 
Bickerstaffe, that it will very possibly con- 
tinue to exist in spite of its exposure. We 
cannot, however, believe that this nice dis- 
crimination in schools will not find its level ; 
and we are confident in the belief that there 
will arrive a time—it may be after we ‘have 
fallen into the sear, the yellow leaf;” even, 
perhaps, after “ life’s fitful fever’—when men 
of education (the heads of schools particularly) 
will be found of firmer stuff than the Wigsbys, 
men who will stand up for the liberty of the 
subject, and acknowledge honest men in their 
right capacity, even whilst they  sturdily 
rebut actual vice and the injustice which 
bigotted prejudice leads to. Never was more 
powerfully exemplified than in this sad 
(though not isolated *) act of Mr. Wigsby 
the Shakespearian illustration of how 


“The learned pate 
Ducks to the golden fool!” 





* Mr. Phelps stated, at one of the anniversaries of 
the Theatrical Fund, that he had been requested to 
withdraw his child (a daughter, we think,) from a 
school at Islington, at the instance of the purists. 
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Were it not that Mr. Alfred Wigan is a man | 
possessing a mind more lofty in its aspirations 

than those who have so boldly insulted him, | 
he might feel a sense of wounded pride in- 
stead of that hearty contempt which is due, 
and which, we trust, is the actual feeling of | 
this distinguished gentleman for the indignity 

put upon himself and child. It is fortunate 

for the Brightonian Pharisees that they have 

become so careful of their morals and their 

modesty; we do not think they were always 

so. However, we trust that the particular 

parties who caused the withdrawal of Master 

Wigan may some day fall in with no worse 

contamination than a Billingsgate quean, and 

be:forced to put up with the intrusion, Cant 

should meet its proper reward. 





“Take physic, pomp ; 
Expose thyself to feel what wretches feel, 
That thou may’st cast the superflux to them, 
And show the heavens more just!” 


If our remarks have the approval of our 


THE STRAND. 

Miss Swanborough follows up her recent 
successes by the production of fresh novelties, 
the latest being a burlesque upon the cele- 
brated “ Maid and the Magpie,” written by 
Mr. H. J. Byron, which was produced here 
on Monday evening with decided success. 
“The Maid and the Magpie ; or, The Fatal 
Spoon,” is one of the most laughable of the 
author’s aggressions upon dramatic respect- 
ability. It is a string of jokes from beginning 
to end, at which the audience shouted with 
laughter. The incidents of the original 
drama are closely followed in the burlesque, 
in which Miss M. Oliver personates Ninette ; 
Miss M. Wilton, Pippo ; Miss M. Ternan, 
the young soldier Giannetto; Mrs. Selby, 
Dame Lucia ; Mr. James Bland, the veteran 
Fernando ; Mr. H. J. Ternan, the old Magis- 
trate; and Mr. J. Clarke, Isaac the Jew. 
The parodies, generally adapted to popular 





readers, and this article should fall into the 

hands of those who have occasioned it, we 

shall be amply rewarded for the task we have 

cheerfully taken upon ourselves in rebutting 

what we consider to be the Climax of Cant. 
“ Be Kent unmannerly when Lear is mad?” 





~~ 
Cheatres, 
v —- 
THE SADLER’S WELLS. 

The only novelty at this theatre since our 
last is the appearance of Mr. Phelps in the 
character of Dr. Cantwell, in the play of the 
“Hypocrite.” Mr. Phelps does not, how- 
ever, remind us in the least either of Dowton 
or Farren. His interpretation of the charac- 
ter differs widely from theirs. He is neither 
so sleek, so oily, or so conventional in his 
hypocrisy as they were. We think he is 
rather too much studied. The scene with 
Miss Atkinson (Mrs. Lambert) was an ad- 
mirable piece of acting, rivetting the atten- 
tion of the audience. At the fall of the curtain 
he was loudly called for, and appeared accord- 
ingly. Mrs. Charles Young added another to 
her many theatrical triumphs by the grace and 
spirit with which she sustained the character of 
Charlotte ; and Miss Atkinson deserves com- 
mendation for her excellent acting as young 
Mrs. Lambert. Mrs. Marston’s Lady 
Lambert was a finished piece of acting ; and 
Mr. Marston gentlemanly and easy as 
Colonel Lambert. Mr. Rayner played, as he 
alwaysdoes, with becoming propriety, and Mr, 
Young, as Maworm, was exceedingly comic. 


nigger and other airs, were received with 
immense applause, some of them being 
enthusiastically encored. Miss Oliver looked 
exceedingly pretty, and acted with spirit; and 
Miss M. Wilton made the smartest and 
sauciest of young gentlemen. Mr. Bland 
was warmly welcomed by the audience ; he 
acquitted himself with his usual excellence in 
the wildly picturesque character of the old 
soldier. Mr. Clarke has made a step in ad- 
vance by his exceedingly funny impersonation 
of the Jew, Isaac. All the artistes were 
called for on the fall of the curtain, and a 
similar compliment was paid to the author. 


BASS'S ROOMS VAUXHALL ROAD. 

Wednesday, the 29th ult., ushered in the 
second performance of the Allen Dramatic 
Club, with an extremely crowded house, 
owing, ro doubt, in a great measure, to the 
recent discussions on this club which have 
appeared in this journal. The bill of fare 
provided for a dramatic banquet on this oc- 
casion was, first, a nautical drama, entitled 
“ Topsail-sheet Blocks,” in which Mr. R. J. 
Allen was enabled to display his talent as a 
‘tar, Will Blocks by name. Mr. Hunt under- 
took to read the part of Topsails, owing to 
| the absence of Mr. Furness, in the first act. 
| In our opinion it would have been much better 
| had Mr. Hunt read the whole of the piece. 
| We shall forbear to mentinn sny names, as 
we cannot say anything to their credit as 
amateurs. One word to Mr. Wildman ere 
| we quit this piece. He has a good name ; 


Mr. 








| he must be careful, or he will lose it. 
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Cadogan is the only exception, He made | 
the best of a bad part. Great credit is due | 
to him for the forbearance he displayed. | 
Miss Montague was all that could be wished, 
as were all the ladies. The next dish served 
up was “ Boots at the Swan,” a rather tough 
dish for the greatest Epicurean to digest, it 
must be confessed; but we anticipated a 
treat, from the names that were in it. Mr. 
Harry Fox, as Frank Friskly, the gay vola- 
tile captain, could not be otherwise than 
pleasing, when we recollect his masterly per- 
formance on the last occasion of their playing. 
He struck the audience directly he appeared 
as being the counterpart of Mr. Belford, of 
the “ Wells.” Possessing all the ease and 
graceful movements of that gentleman, he has 
a talent that we see in very few amateurs. 
But, in our admiration for this gentleman, we 
may be accused of partiality. The Boots, 
personated by Mr. Goodall, was a very ex- 
cellent performance, but, like a good many 
other gentlemen, did not know his part. Mr. 
Hunt here again made himself useful as Mr. 
Higgins. Evidently he had rehearsed under 
Mr. Fox’s guidance before he appeared, as 
during the whole of the scene with Captain 
Friskly he did not appear to be lost for an 
instant. The ladies were excellent. The 
concluding piece was “ The Rose of Ettrick 
Vale.” ‘The whole of the performers in this 
acquitted themselves admirably. Our space 
will not allow us to criticise the performers 


individually, 





ROYAL CREMORNE GARDENS. 


Mr. T. B. Simpson terminated his pros- 
perous season on Monday last, in a most 
fitting manner, by giving a handsome dinner 
and ball to the whole of his establishment. 
The tables were laid in the large room used 
as the ballet theatre, and, notwithstarding 
that many of those expected to have been 
present had been obliged to leave for other 
establishments, upwards of 200 sat down to 
dinner. The chair was, of course, occupied 
by Mr. Simpson, supported by about a dozen 
personal friends, who had been invited to parti- 
cipate in the festivities, and the vice-chair by 
Mr. Adams. Justice having been done to 
the comestibles, the cloths were removed, and 
the ordinary after-dinner proceedings com- 
menced—speech, toast, and song succeeded 
each other, and the utmost harmony reigned. 
Various circumstances have tended to increase 
the popularity of Cremorne during the season, 
and more especially the numerous charitable 
fetes which have been held there. The 
aristocratic fete, too, notwithstanding the 
inclemency of the weather, produced a profit 
of £1000, which was distributed amongst 
various charitable institutions. 





Sapier’s Wuits.—“ King Henry the Fifth” {s 
spoken of as the Shakespearian play to be revived, 
during the present season, at this theatre. 

Tuk report that Mr. Augustus Harris had 
signed a lease for the Princess’s Theatre has been 
contradicted. 

Mr. G. V. Brooks was playing before crowded 
audiences at the Prince of Wales Theatre, Sydney, 





Amusements, 


ROYAL GARDENS, VAUXHALL. 

After a season of unprecedented success, 
prolonged far beyond the usual limits, these 
gardens were closed on Wednesday evening, 
when an immense number of persons were 
present. It is due to Mr. Duffell to notice 
the general satisfaction which he has given 
to the visitors of the “royal property,” by the 
manner in which he has directed all depart- 
ments of the establishment, both as to accom- 
modation and amusement, during the. past 
season, During the evening, Mr. Charles 
Sloman, the Improvisatore, made a farewell 
address on behalf of Mr. Dutfell, expressing 
his thanks for past favours, and promising 
strenuous efforts to please during the ensuing 
season. We congratulate him on his success, 
and heartily wish him a repetition of it when 


Vauxhall shall again be opened to the public. 


in the second week of Angust last. 


We hear that Mr. Keeley and Miss Louisa Keeley 
have been engaged by Mr. Falconer for the Lyceum 
during the winter season. 

Miss Cartotta Lecterce has won many ad- 
mirers at the Theatres Royal, Edinburgh and Glas- 
gow. Mr. and Mrs. Barney Williams have suc- 
ceeded her at the latter place. 


Mr. Bastt Youna has recently given his enter- 
tainment of “The Man in the Moon” at the 
Beaumont Institution, Mile-end, with peculiar 
success. 

Mr. Cuartes Kean will produce “ King John” 
next week. This splendid production will be 
followed by Colman’s “ Iron Chest,” and Shakes- 
peare’s ‘‘ Henry the Fifth.” 

Miss Gyn has fulfilled an engagement of six 
nights at the Amphitheatre, Liverpool. This lady 
has also delivered some Shakespearian readings 
at the Town Hall, Manchester. 

Mr. Rostnson, the great American rider at the 
Alhambra, is not only astonishing the town by his 
wonderful feats, but by his superb and costly 
dresses, made by Mr. Coombs, the theatrical 
tailor, of Bow-street. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. | 

os | 

F. T. A.-—Jn our next. 

L. Levy.—The farce you speak of was never played 
at any other house than the Adelphi. 

Eams.— We will forward this journal by post for a 

uarter on the receipt of the address and twenty- | 
ior postage-stamps. 
- B. B—No such burlesque as “The Corsican 
Brothers” was ever played at Sadler's Wells, or the 
drama of that name either. 

H. C.—Mr. G. Bennett has retired from the stage. 
The last time we heard of him he was residing at 
Norwich with his relations. 

G. R. LancLtey.— We hope when this gentleman ad- 
dresses us again he will write in a less vindictive 
spirit. What we say about actors is our conscien- 
tious opinion, and what our correspondents write 
we are not accountable for. It appears Mr. L. is so 
enraptured with Mr. Phelps that it is quite impos- 
sible any other actor can have the least merit. We 
conclude he is young and inexperienced. 

Bomsast.—“ B. W. W.” writes to us to say, that he 
does not approve of such jargon as the following, 
which appears in a contemporary, whose opinions 
upon “ matters dramatic” are very generally authen- 
tic (The [llustrated Times) :—“ In this dreary time 
the theatrical notices in the daily journals have been 
written by gallery-men, law-reporters, City-article 
writers, penny-a-liners, anybody— Se ae who don’t 
know much of ‘matters dramatic,’ but whe ventilate 
wondrous opinions.” “B, W. W.” says this is 
neither more nor less than a libel upon the gentle- 
men of the theatrical press, and that there are more 
writers who understand “matters dramatic” than 
the “ Lounger” of The Illustrated Times, if that 
astute individual does appear at the usual dramatic 
seasons with his “ customary suit of sable,” and he 
is recognised by the box-keepers “ with a bow and a 
grin,” as he is wont to boast. Our correspondent 
further says, that the “ Lounger’ inquires with 
much flunkeyism of spirit as to who it is that “ de- 
sires”’ such “ standard old plays” as the “ Rivals” 
at the Haymarket; and that, if he wishes particularly 
to know, that he had better inquire of Mr. Buck- 
stone, who will very doubtlessly give him his answer. 
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THE PYNE AND HARRISON 
OPERA. 

The mission of this excellent Opera Com- 
pany, as it developes itself, indicates the per- 
manent establishment of an English Opera 
Company in this country at last, We possess 
reliable information that Mr. Harrison and 
Miss Pyne have taken the new Theatre, 
Covent Garden, and will extend the Drury 
Lane one, immediately on its close, by a 
winter season at Covent Garden. Such has 
been the result of the successful speculation 
now progressing within the walls of “Old 
Drury.” The large audience nightly gathered 


Castille,” and the French opera of “ Martha’ 
(which has proved quite a hit), prove more 
than ever that the love of good music is 
exceedingly prevalent among play-goers— 
whether the opera be that by an English 
composer or foreigner. Provided the work be 
written to the taste for melody especially 
evinced by an English audience, it will be sure 
to please, attract, and, with golden opinions, 
remunerate its producers; and while there 
are amongst us such pure and accomplished 
representatives of the lyrical drama as the 
Pyne and Harrison Company, the public will 
prefer them far to worn-out Italian singers. 
Those acquainted with the merits of vo- 
calism must have recognised in Miss Pyne’s 
pure intonation and power of organ, while 
singing in the ornate concerted music of 
Flotow (“ Martha”), the capacities of a first- 
rate singer—not to be depreciated even by 
comparison with a Bosio. Mademoiselle 
Bosio did not, certainly, sing the music of 
“Martha” with anything like the loveliness 
of Miss Pyne, although the fair Italian dis- 
played a more powerful organ of voice. If it 
be not unfair to institute comparisons, we 
would say, also, that we prefer the thoroughly 
English style and bluff voice of Mr. Harrison, 
in Lionel, to the rather effeminate acting and 
singing of Mario, who made of the Engish 
farmer a sort of rose-colour Italian brigand. 
While in the vein of criticising, we must re- 
mark, too, that there is “room and verge 
enough” for improvement in the secondary 
strength of the Pyne Company, which no 
doubt is very well-known to the entrepreneurs 
themselves. That which in reality constitutes 
the force and attractiveness of the company 
are the superior talents and abilities of the 
two leading vocalists, together with an excel- 
lent band and conductor, and a really clever 
buffo performer, in Mr. G. Honey. The 
choruses might be considerably improved. 
The corps de ballet is, however, well trained, 
and is an agreeable and animated constituent 
of the lyrical corps. 

Mr. Balfe’s new opera is now in rehearsal 
at Drury Lane, and there is a promise of its 
early production ; although, we believe, that 
“‘ The Rose of Castille,” “ Martha,” and per- 
haps a resort for two or three nights to “ ‘The 
Crown Diamonds” of Auber, will be sufficient 
to keep up the success achieved by the 
management, in which case the new opera 
will, we suppose, be produced at Covent 
Garden, and perhaps be inaugurative of the 





to witness the performance of “ The Rose of 


winter season. E. H. Mancoum. 
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THE ORCHESTRA. 
By B. W. W. 

A letter in your last, signed “ Orpheus,” 
expresses some surprise that the subject of 
the Orchestra has not elicited the attention 
of your contributors. As one, will you 
grant me space to say, first, a word or two 
on this important subject. Let me assure the 
son of Jupiter and Calliope, of famous my- 
thologic memory, that, as regards myself, I 
regret sincerely my wits have never directed 
me to blow my trumpet to the tune of the 
Orchestra ; nay, that I must confess to have 
been a weasel asleep in the business. How- 
ever, I shall be glad to give my mite of 
opinion upon this matter, although I regret to 
say, that, being a prosy subject, I am unlike 
my antecedent, and cannot boast of any skill 
in music. In this respect I do envy Orpheus, 
inasmuch as the Yellow Dwarf did when 
developed in the uncompact body of “little 
Robson” :— 

“Oh, what a happy fellow Orpheus must be 

Would that I were Orpheus and Orephus me; 


Then he would be a dwarf, deformed and yellow, 
And I should be a much more downy fellow.” 


But for the other delightful and luscious 
luxuries which appertain to the fabled myth, 
I must say I have no particular ambition, 
most especially the tearing operation of the 
Menades, which I imagine to have been the 
least harmonious incident of Orpheus’s life, 
even worse than the loss of his beloved 
Eurydice herself. But allow me, sir, to 
assure Orpheus that I fully endorse the 
opinions of F, J. F., and sincerely wish him 
no less an occupation than the Hercules of 
the Augean stable, the Orchestra of which, I 
am assured, he would make aclean sweep. I 
have frequently noted the manifest ability of 
many of the instrumentalists at our metro- 
politan theatres, major and minor, and most 
particularly at pantomime and burlesqe seasons, 
when an audience is content to bestow its 
attention upon every single individual in the 
service of the theatre, from the clown to the 
littlest schoolboy, from the leader of the 
Orchestra down to the drummer. I say I 
have frequently noted the manifest ability of 
these gentlemen, and exclaimed, “I wonder 
what’s his name!” Echo answered, “I 
wonder what !” And Echo’s was the only 
information to be got in the matter, for it is 
only occasionally that managers think it worth 
while to publish even the name of the leader 
of the band. Lavater, when speaking of the 





but what fancies itself the cheese.” I do no 
enter upon this question merely for the sake 
of “having a say in it,” or to take the matter 
out of the hands of “F. J. F.,” who, I am 
certain, is better able to treat the question. I 
merely enter upon it because “ Orpheus” has 
administered something like a reprimand or a 
reminder to your contributors, and because I 
consider the anomalies, as pointed out by 
«FJ. F.,” a crying abuse. Most certainly, 
without the aid of a good band in the 
Orchestra, the finest displays of the ablest 
exponents of the drama would fall flat upon 
their audience, and would seldom awake 
enthusiasm.” An instance of this dilemma 
was recently very remarkably corroborated in 
the feat of Mr. Dolman (a young and very 
enterprising gentleman), at Exeter Hall, of 
repeating “Macbeth” from memory. The 
band deserted this gentleman (very disgrace- 
fully, as I think,) on the evening of the enter- 
tainment, because the complexion of the 
receipts were rather sallow, and they could 
not be paid in advance of their services. 
What was the consequence ? Locke’s music 
(ever such an acceptable, and, indeed, to me 
indispensable adjunct to the tragedy) could 
not be given. ‘The reciter wanted zest, and 
the audience lost spirit for want of that which 
the poet Otway tells us “doth sooth the 
savage breast, doth soften rocks and stones, 
and makes trees to speak !” And Mr. Dol- 
man, who might, with the aid of the magic 
composition of Locke, have added a leaf to the 
laurel of his reputation, suffered in the loss of 
one. I do not cite this instance for the sake 
of casting discredit upon the musical pro- 
fession (these were probably some ill offshoots 
of it). Far from it; Imerely mention the 
instance in order to show how far the presence 
of an efficient band may enhance the success 
of the exponent and elate the spirit of an 
audience, and how much the absence of one 
will derogate from the cordiality of either 
parties, and deter success. 


(To be continued.) 





In the Melbourne Age we read :— Apropos to 
amusements, Mr. Coppin is getting up a fair, a la 
Greenwich, to be held at Richmond on the 27th 
of December, and succeeding days, which, with 
us, is, of course, midsummer. Equestrians, wax- 
work exhibitions, swings, roundabouts, and tra- 
velling shows will, of course, congregate in great 
numbers ; and as we can generally calculate upon 
a sunny sky, there will be no drawback to the 
amusement of those who find enjoyment in old 





conceit of the world, said, “‘ There isn’t a mite 


English sports.” 
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Liverroot.—THEatre Royat.—Mr. J. Vanden- 
hoff is trumpeted as taking his farewell of the | 
public and the stage. We deplore the loss of so 
eminent a pillar of the house of Avon; but we | 
trust it is not the Old Hundredth tune. We think 
this time it is a case in “point.” Itis a pity that 
men who possess bona fide talent permit them- 
selves to be made scapegoats of by a class of | 
**Cheap Johns,” who would swamp the mental 
calibre of Shakespeare for the prospect of a Ma- 
halide or Wexford gorge (oysters). We have seen 
Vandenhoff “ over the hills and far away,” in the 
original Mazarini’s time, under the discipline of 
J. Wallack, in New York, when he made the press 
and the Yankee public pay tribute to the honoured 
representative of the house of Avon. On Monday, 
this evening, and Friday, he enacts Marcus 
Brutus, Cato, Sir Pertinax Macsycophant; and 
as it would be but tautology on our part to re- 
view his merits, we can only say, as “Cheap 
John” says, “Be in time—be in time—secure 
your places.” 

Royat AMPHTHEATRE.—We regret we cannot 
enrol ourselves as universal admirers of Miss 
Glyn. She is painstaking, reads pretty well ; but 
there is a great lack of appropriate and concep- 
tive animation in her acting. ‘Antony and Cleo- 
patra” has been the culminating point of attrac- 
tion during the week ; and the way in which Mr. 
Copeland has put it upon the stage has com- 
manded the universal admiration of the people. 
Miss Rosina Wright, the most fascinating sprite 
of the Terpsichorean school, has also been roaming 
in the “‘ butterfly ” imagination of the “light fan- 
tastic” gentry. Apollo reigns with us this week— 
to-night in the “ Bohemian Girl,” and to-morrow 
in “Il Trovatore ;” so it can be perceived under 
what immense obligations (classical) we are in- 
debted to Mr. Copeland. To-morrow, Barry 
Sullivan is announced in “Hamlet.” We shall 
not witness it. Mr. S. has taken a farewell benefit ; 
appeared a night after, his heart overpowered 
with the quintessence of mushroom sauce and 
penny-a-line bosh, and now he takes most ex- 
quisite pains to tell the public he is not going a 
deck passenger to America. Barney, there is 
**method in your madness.” 

Royat Apztrui.—There is attraction at this 
house of a most inviting character. Mr. Charles 
Rice is a host in himself, and, backed by such 
solvent and sterling interest as Mr. S. Lunt, per- 
ambulating and located denizens cannot do better 
than to drop into this magic temple, and sip of 

the elixir provided for them by the renowned 
host, Egerton. 


Provincial Theatricals, 





Ir is proposed to establish a theatre in Carlisle, 
for which purpose it has been suggested to raise 
funds by means of shares of £1 each. About 
£3000 will be required to carry out the object. 

Hicusury Barn.—The attractions of these 
popular gardens have not declined with the de- 
parture of summer ; the cool evenings have their 
appropriate entertainments of daneing and music 
in the beautiful Jardin d’Hiver. 


MR. SAMUEL PHELPS. 
To the Editor of Taz Tuxatricat Journat. 


Sir,—Will you kindly grant me a short 
space to make an exhortation to your naughty 
printer’s devil. He has lately made sad 
jumbling of the initials of myself and another 
correspondent in the way of commission and 
omission. It is not out of a greedy disposi- 
tion, or a desire for publicity, or to find fault 
that I write to correct this, but for a more 
powerful reason. Upon several occasions, 
when I have written in laudatory terms of 
Mr. Charles Kean’s unexampled successes, I 
have been charged by more than one of your 
correspondents with having hurried over the 
merits of Mr. Phelps. Now, I have always 
endeavoured to show my admiration for this 
eminent tragedian; and directly I caught sight 
of the paragraph in the London Journal with 
his name omitted ina list of our “ best tragic 
actors,” I dotted down the humble remarks 
contained in your last, with the idea that they 
would be accepted by your readers as the best 
possible proof that I was not a partial admirer 
of Mr. Charles Kean, and that I would not 
willingly pass by unnoticed the superior merits 
of Mr. Phelps, or, indeed, of any other well- 
deserving actor. I have a great desire this 
should meet the attention of your readers, 
and, as a matter of justice, beg of you to insert 


it.—I am, &c., WwW. W. 


Cheatcical Gossip. 


Mr. Mappison Morton is engaged in the panto- 
mime for the Princess’s Theatre. 


Mr. J. L. Tooix is performing at the Theatre 
Royal, Dublin. 

Mr. Barry Suttivan departs on the 23rd for 
New York. 


Miss Evten Tarrtwate is playing with much 
success at the Brighton Theatre, in burlesque, &c. 


Mr. G. K. Dickinson has been performing a 
complete round of characters at the Theatre 
Royal, Aberdeen. 

Mr. Cuartes Dickens has also been reading 
his ‘‘ Christmas Carol” and “Little Dombey” at 
the County Rooms, Aberdeen. 

Mrs. C. Boyce has, we hear, obtained an en- 
gagement in the United States, with a handsome 
salary. She leaves England in a few days. 

Mr. Cuartes Corron has been giving his 
dramatic and vocal sketches at the new Theatre 
Royal, Sunderland, with complete success. 

Miss Jutia St. Gzorcr, having made quite 4 
hit in her new character of Medea, has been again 








re-engaged by Mr, Wyndham, of Edinburgh. 
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Tue members of the Grecian Saloon have pre- | 
sented Mr. R. Phillips, their late much respected | 
stage manager, with a valuable ring, as a tribute | 
of their respect upon his farewell in that capacity | 
at this well-conducted theatre. 

Miss CLEvELAND has been performing the parts 
of Ophelia in “Hamlet,” and Pauline in “The 
Lady of Lyons,” and, the local papers report, with 
considerable ability. This lady is a very clever 
actress, and should not be absent from London. 

Mr. Atrrep Wican.—The friends and admirers 
of this distinguished actor will be glad to learn 
that his health is so far re-established, that he 
purposes making a trial of his strength by occa- 
sional performances in the provinces. It is his 
intention, we understand, to make his re-appear- 
ance at Brighton, where he is at present residing. 

Mr. Cuartrs Maturws.—It is said that the 
engagement of Mr. Charles Mathews at the Hay- 
market Theatre is likely to be made a subject. of 
litigation, as Mr. Smith, the lessee of Drury Lane 
Theatre, claims the right, under a previous 
agreement, to prevent his playing in any London 
theatre, except Drury Lane, for a certain term 
not yet expired. 

Mr. Epmunp Fatconer.—We perceive that Mr. 
E. Falconer, lessee of the Lyceum Theatre, and 
author of the successful comedy of ‘ Extremes,” 
takes his benefit there on next Saturday evening, 
when, in addition to his own comedy, the farce of 
« Betsy Baker” will be performed, with Mr. and 
Mrs. Keeley in their original characters. We an- 
ticipate for Mr. Falconer a bumper house. 

Mr. Stuart and Mr. Henry Butler have been 
performing in “ Belphegor” at the Soho Theatre 
during the past week, the first-named gentleman 
performing the principal part alternately with 
Mr. James, the distinguished leading gentleman 
of the establishment. Mrs. Brougham has also 
been performing alternately with Miss Helen Love 
in the same piece. The theatre has been crowded 
to excess, many persons being unable to obtain 


| O 








admission. 





CALEDONIAN HALL, 


Prince of Wales’ Tavern, Caledonian-road, 

Islington. 
Prorprietors—A. PRICE & SONS. 

GRAND CONCERT takes place in the above 

Hall is every Monday and Saturday Evenings, 
supported by first-rate vocalists. 

he Members of the Caledonian Dramatic Club 

meet at the above house every Friday Evening. The 

first performance of the above Club is fixed to take 


place at the Cabinet Theatre on Thursday, October 
28th, 1858. 





N.B.—A few Members wanted to complete a second 
performance, 


To Theatrical Aspirants. 
i} RS. BROUGHAM, the popular London Actress | 
gives Lessons to Ladies intending to make the | 
Stage their profession. 12, Upper Belgrave-place. 


To the Theatrical Profession. 

R OPEWELL, Theatrical Hosier, 28, Bryd- | 
. ges-street, Covent-garden, begs to inform 
Ladies and Gentlemen that they can be accommo- | 
dated with every article in the above line on the 
shortest notice, at very moderate prices. R. H. begs | 
to draw their attention particularly to the make of 
= Imperceptible Shape for improving the human | 
gure. 











To Theatrical Amateurs. 
> Costumes, and every Requisite can be 

obtained at Harrison’s Theatrical Warehouse, 
31, Bow-street, W.C., opposite the Royal Italian 
pera, Covent-garden. The Drawing-room Theatres, 
that can be fitted up in any sized room, without in- 
jury to the apartment, with Gas-fittings, Scenery, 
Costumes, &c., Let on reasonable terms. 

Copy the Address—Harrison, 31, Bow-street. 





To Theatrical Amateurs. 


HE Eclectic Dramatic Society is now open. 
Any Lady or Gentleman dcsirous of joining can 
do so by applying at the Hall, 18, Denmark-street, 
Crown-street, Soho. The Society will give their next 
Entertainment on Friday, Oct. 29. Characters to 
Let; cast tobe seen atthe Hall. The Hall to Let 
for Amateur Performances, Balls, Concerts, Lectures, 
&c. Manager, Mr. Snelling; Proprietor, James’ 
Flexman ; Costumier, Mr. Harrison, Bow-street. 





To the Dramatic Profession. 


C W OOMBES, 38, Bow-street, Covent- 
° e garden, Costumier to the Royal 
Italian Opera, begs to inform Gentlemen in the Pro- 
fession that he can uvon the shortest notice supply 
them with every description of Dress, made of the 
very best materials and workmanship, at the lowest 
price possible. Country managers supplied on the 
shortest notice. 





Royal Kent Amateur Society, 


NDER the Management of Mr. E. F. Epmonps, 
Comedian, Author of the Adaptations of “ Will 
and the Way)” (produced at the Marylebone Theatre, 
Sept. 8, 1856) ; “ Temptation,” “ Flower ofthe Flock,” 
“Masks and Faces,” “Woman and her Master,” 
“True and False Heiress; and Author of the 
“ Battle of the Alma” (produced by C, F. E. at the 
Royal Marylebone Theatre, Sept. 15, 1856); “ Help 
for the Turks, or the Horrors of War;” “ Ben 
Bolt, or the Perils of a Sailor ;” “ Love, War, Ambi- 
tion, or Woman’s Hate,” &c. 


Sole Agent, Mr. J. W. Davies, Auctioneer and 
Estate Agent. 


Ladies and Gentlemen wishing to make the Stage 
their profession, or for pleasure, will find this Society 
worthy of their notice. The Members meet weekly, 
and a performance takes place every fortnight. 

This Society will be under the control of the 
Manager, assisted by a Secretary, Treasurer, and a 
Committee of four, chosen from the Society every 
three months by vote. Each Member will play a 
leading part in their turn, and every Member will be 
permitted to introduce three Friends to witness their 
performance on the play nights, free. 


TERMS. 
Gentlemen’s Entrance Fee ...........- 3s. Od. 
Do. Weekly Subscription .......... la. 6d, 
Ladies’ Entrance Fee. .........0-e+000e 2s. Od. 
Do. Weekly Subscription........ «+ Is. Od. 


Stage Dresses will be found free of all extra charge. 


The Theatre is to Let on any Monday, Tuesday, 
or Friday evening. ‘Terms, with Gas and Scenery, 
£2 10s. per night. Since the alterations, the house 
will hold 1200 persons. New Stage, with new Front, 
Side, Private, and Stage Boxes. All the inside of 
the house has been newly decorated. The stage is 
90 feet from the back to foot-lights, and 40 feet wide, 
with 30 Scenes, 4 Dressing-rooms, Green-room, 


| Saloon, and Private. Only to be Let for Private 


Amateur Performances. 

Address, with postage for reply, to Mr. C. F. Ed- 
monds, 5, Acorn Cottages, Meetinghouse-lane, Peck- 
ham, Surrey. 
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MADAME TUSSAUD'S EXHIBITION, | HARRISON'S Ladies’ Theatrical Costume 


Bazaar, Baker Street. 


EW ADDITION.—The Grand Duke Constan- 

tine, High Admiral of Russia; being a continua- 

tion of celebrated characters that have raised this 

exhibition to the honour of being visited by strangers 

from all parts of the world. Admittance, Is.; second 

— 6d. Open from eleven to five, and from seven 
till ten. 

The Times, of April 14th, states:—“In no other 
place in Europe are so many touching and important 
memorials of the great Emperor to be found; even 
for a national collection, our gallant allies might be 
ae to possess the relics which are here preserved. 

adame Tussaud’s exhibition is without a rival, 
either here or on the Continent. All who have 
attempted competition have proved but so many 
foils to set up the superior attractions of her admir- 
able collection of les hommes celebres.” 


Holloway’s Ointment and Pills. 
N ARVELLOUS cures of Sciatica, Stiff Joints 

Paralysis of the Limbs, and other crippling 
diseases of the bones, sinews, and muscles have been 
accomplished by Holloway’s Ointment. It is the 
only unguent which produces any impression on these 
complaints. The Pills also work wonders. The 
Ointment and Pills should be both used at the same 
time, for the action of the one is greatly assisted by 
that of the other. Why should any human being 
suffer from the above-mentioned maladies when 
Holloway’s Ointment and Pills are to be found in 
every city and town in the world? These noble medica- 
ments are composed of rare balsams, and are as 
benign and safe as they are powerful and efficacious. 


OLD DR. JACOB TOWNSEND’S 
Original American Sarsaparilla, 
HE noblest preparation of this invaluable root 
ever discovered. It was introduced into Eng- 
land in 1851, and proved by experience to be the 
great purifier of the blood—unparalleled in efficacy 
to invigorate the constitution by eradicating all im- 
—— from the system. It affords the greatest re- 
ief in all cases arising from irregular or obstructed 
perspiration, colds, &c., and all cutaneous disorders, 
ape aon d and healthy appearance to the skin. 
ts unique character and agreeable flavour render it 
a ne plus ultra in medicine, or nature’s true remedy. 
Warehouse, 248, Strand; and the original retail 
depot, 373, Strand, London. Every bottle bears the 
signatures of J. J. Haliday and Co., sole proprietors 
of the genuine medicines. Beware of spurious 
imitation. 


Casino de Venise, High Holborn. 

_ Establishment, pre-eminently distinguished 

_ for the originality combined with the elegance 
and beauty of its decorations, and the perfection of 
its management, has re-opened to the Public, and 
will continue open every we me Ne the week during 
the season, having in the interim — furnished 
in the most costly manner, and adorned by native 
and foreign artists of the highest eminence. The 
approbation bestowed on the musical arrangements 
under the direction of Mr. W. M. Packer, during the 
late numerously and fashionably attended rehearsals, 
and nightly since the re-opening, is a guarantee of 
their permanent excellence.— Doors open at half-past 
8, and close at 12 punctually. Admission, Is. 


Bighbury Barn. 

E CHATEAU DES FLEURS DE LON. 

4 DRES.—Open every day. Dancing com- 
mences at half-past seven; Grattan Cooke’s Band.— 
Ebony Minstrels every evening. 

Admission, Is.; to the Gardens, before seven 
o’clock, 6d.; and on Sundays, by refreshment 
ticket, 6d. 

















Warehouse, 
31, BOW-STREET, COVENT GARDEN, W.C, 
EstTaBLIsHED 1840, 
ATIN, Silk, and Velvet Trains, Ball, Fancy, and 
Private Dresses, Mantles, &c., New and Second- 
hand, for Sale or Hire, can always be obtained of 
MRS. HARRISON, TueatricaL DrREssMAKER 
To the principal Ladies in the profession.— Ladies 
favouring Mrs. Harrison with an order, may depend 
on correctness of costume, good fitting, and punc- 
tuality. 
Ladies’ own Materials made up. 
Velvet, Satin, and Silk Dress Pieces, Satin Boots, 
Silk Stockings, Lace, Feathers, Ornaments, &c., of 
the best quality at the lowest price. 


Rejoice ye Children of the Thespian Art. 
AMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow-street, 
Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with Ladies 
and Gentlemen engaged in amateur performances 
for the sale or hire of Stage Costume. A large assort- 
ment of every necessary for the same. Wardrobes 
made to order. Persons about to follow the profession 
will do well to give Mr. May an order for their outfit ; 
costume, character, elegance, economy, and punc- 
tuality all studied. 
Mind the address, Samuel May, 35, Bow-street. 


A Secret worth Enowing. 
R. G. PORTER, Photographic Artist, of 222, 
Pentonville-road, is now taking splendid Like- 
nesses in a Brooch, complete for 5s.; or in a shut-up 
case for 1s.6d. Established 10 years. No connexion 
with any other establishment. Be sure and ask for 
Porter’s ; and don’t be led away by any one telling 
you “this is the same concern,” and such like; for 
our address is only at 222, Pentonville-road. Hours 
of attendance from 9 till dusk. 


To all who Study Appearance. 
EYNOLDS’S TWO GUINEA SUIT to 
measure. 
Reynolds’s Fashionable Guinea Coat. 
Reynolds’s Guinea Sleeved Cape and 
Overcoat. 
Reynolds’s Vests, Three for One Guinea. 
Reynolds’s Temple Trousers, 14s. 6d. ; 
Three Pairs, Two Guineas. 
REYNOLDS, the Cheapest Professed Tailor in 
London, 203, Fleet-street, Temple-bar, and 56, Fen- 
church-street, corner of Mark-lane. 


IMPORTANT TO ADVERTISERS. 


HE CLERKENWELL NEWS, price One 
Halfpenny, the largest page paper in London. 
Circulation, 15,000 weekly. 

Can be forwarded for twelve weeks to any part of 
the suburbs or the country on receipt of eighteen 
postage-stamps, directed to the Publisher. 

ADVERTISEMENT Scat®.—A heading and sixteen 
words, 6d.; every additional eight words, 2d. Two 
papers sent free by post for two stamps. 

Office, 35, Rosoman-street, Clerkenwell. 
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